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Abstract

This research article explores the methodologies utilized in Qur'anic research and the
science of Tafseer (exegesis). The study aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the
various approaches and methods applied in the interpretation and analysis of the Qur'an.
By examining both classical and contemporary Tafseer, the article seeks to highlight the
evolution of interpretive techniques and their relevance in modern scholarly discourse.
The findings underscore the importance of methodological rigor in Qur'anic studies and
its implications for contemporary Islamic thought.
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Introduction

The Qur'an, as the central religious text of Islam, has been the subject of
extensive scholarly study and interpretation for centuries. The science of Tafseer,
or exegesis, involves elucidating the meanings of the Qur'anic verses, providing
context, and deriving legal and theological implications[1]. This article
investigates the research methods applied in Qur'anic studies and the various
approaches to Tafseer, emphasizing the interplay between traditional and
modern methodologies.

The Qur'an, the central religious text of Islam, serves as a profound source
of guidance, law, and spirituality for Muslims worldwide. Its study and
interpretation, known as Tafseer, have been pivotal in shaping Islamic theology,
jurisprudence, and culture[2]. The methodologies employed in Qur'anic research
and Tafseer are critical for understanding the text's meanings, context, and
implications[3].

Importance of Qur'anic Research: Qur'anic research encompasses a broad
spectrum of academic endeavors aimed at exploring the text's linguistic,
historical, and theological dimensions[4]. Scholars engage in rigorous analysis to
unravel the intricacies of the Qur'anic message, ensuring that interpretations
remain relevant and accurate[5]. This scholarly pursuit is not only an academic
exercise but also a means to foster deeper spiritual and practical insights into
Islam[6].

Evolution of Tafseer: Tafseer, the exegesis of the Qur'an, has evolved
significantly over the centuries[7]. Early Islamic scholars laid the foundational
principles of Tafseer by relying on the Prophet Muhammad's explanations, the
practices of his companions, and the Hadith literature[8]. These classical
interpretations provided a rich tapestry of insights that have guided Muslim
understanding for generations[9].

In contemporary times, the field of Tafseer has expanded to incorporate
modern methodologies and address current issues[10]. Scholars today utilize a
variety of approaches, including historical-contextual analysis, philological
studies, and thematic explorations, to offer fresh perspectives on the Qur'an's
teachings. This evolution reflects the dynamic nature of Islamic scholarship and
its ability to adapt to changing contexts while preserving the essence of the
Qur'anic message[11].

Methodological Approaches in Qur'anic Studies: The methodologies
employed in Qur'anic research and Tafseer are diverse and multifaceted.
Historical-contextual methods examine the circumstances surrounding the
revelation of specific verses, providing insights into their intended meanings and
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applications[12]. Philological analysis delves into the linguistic aspects of the
Qur'an, uncovering the nuances of classical Arabic to enhance comprehension.

Thematic Tafseer organizes the Qur'anic text around central themes,
offering a holistic view of its teachings on various subjects. Comparative Tafseer,
on the other hand, juxtaposes interpretations from different scholars and
traditions[13], highlighting the diversity and richness of Islamic thought. In
recent years, digital technologies have revolutionized Qur'anic studies, enabling
more sophisticated textual analysis and broader access to Tafseer literature[14].

Relevance of Modern and Digital Tafseer: Modern and digital Tafseer
approaches have opened new avenues for engaging with the Qur'an[15].
Contemporary scholars address issues such as social justice, gender, and
interfaith relations, demonstrating the Qur'an's relevance in today's world[16].
Digital tools facilitate interactive and collaborative research, making Qur'anic
studies more accessible to a global audience.

Objectives of This Study:This article aims to provide a comprehensive
overview of the various methods used in Qur'anic research and Tafseer[17]. By
examining both classical and contemporary approaches, we seek to highlight the
evolution of interpretive techniques and their significance in modern scholarly
discourse[18]. Through this exploration, we hope to underscore the importance
of methodological rigor and the continuous adaptation of Tafseer to address the
needs of the present and future Muslim communities[19]. In the subsequent
sections, we will delve deeper into the specific methodologies employed in
Qur'anic research, analyze the contributions of notable scholars in the field of
Tafseer, and discuss the implications of these methods for contemporary Islamic
thought.

35 Bulletin of Islamic Research, Vol 2, No 1, 2024



| Andri Nirwana AN, Fahmi Dolles Marshal, Candra Maulana, Fahmi Arfan, Nazar Fadli

Method

This study employs a library-based research methodology to explore the
methods of Qur'anic research and Tafseer. Library-based research involves the
systematic collection, evaluation, and synthesis of existing literature and
resources available in libraries and online databases[2]. This approach is
particularly suited for examining the rich body of scholarly work on Qur'anic
studies and Tafseer, allowing for a comprehensive understanding of the subject

matter[20].

The following steps outline the methodology used in this research:

1. Literature Review

1.1. Identification of Sources

The first step involves identifying a wide range of sources relevant to
Qur'anic research and Tafseer. These sources include:

Classical and contemporary Tafseer literature
Academic journal articles

Books and monographs

Conference proceedings

Theses and dissertations

Digital databases and online repositories

1.2. Search Strategy

A comprehensive search strategy is employed to locate relevant literature.
This involves:

Using academic databases such as JSTOR, Google Scholar, and
PubMed

Accessing specialized Islamic studies databases like Al-Maktaba
Al-Shamela and Islamic Heritage Project

Searching library catalogs and digital archives of renowned
universities and research institutions
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2. Data Collection
2.1. Source Selection

Sources are selected based on their relevance, scholarly credibility, and
contribution to the field of Qur'anic research and Tafseer. Emphasis is placed on
including a balanced mix of classical texts and contemporary studies to provide
a holistic view.

2.2. Annotated Bibliography

An annotated bibliography is created to summarize and categorize the
collected sources. Each entry includes a brief description of the source, its main
arguments, and its relevance to the research topic.

3. Analytical Framework
3.1. Thematic Analysis

A thematic analysis is conducted to identify key themes and patterns in
the literature. This involves:

e Reading and re-reading the collected sources

e Coding significant concepts and methodologies

e Grouping similar codes into overarching themes
3.2. Comparative Analysis

Comparative analysis is used to juxtapose different interpretations and
methodologies across classical and contemporary Tafseer works. This helps in
understanding the evolution of Tafseer and the diversity of scholarly approaches.

4. Synthesis and Interpretation
4.1. Integration of Findings

The findings from the thematic and comparative analyses are integrated
to construct a coherent narrative about the methods of Qur'anic research and
Tafseer. This synthesis highlights the similarities, differences, and developments
in the field.

4.2. Critical Evaluation

The collected literature is critically evaluated to assess the strengths and
limitations of various research methods. This evaluation includes examining the
historical context, methodological rigor, and contemporary relevance of the
sources.
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Result and Discussion
Qur'an Research Methods
A. Historical-Contextual Method

The historical-contextual method focuses on the circumstances
surrounding the revelation of the Qur'anic verses (Asbab al-Nuzul). This
approach seeks to understand the socio-political and cultural context of 7th-
century Arabia to provide insights into the Qur'anic message[21].

B. Philological Analysis

Philological analysis involves studying the language of the Qur'an,
including its grammar, syntax, and semantics. This method aims to uncover the
linguistic nuances and deeper meanings of the text, often comparing classical
Arabic usage with contemporary interpretations[22].

C. Thematic Tafseer (Tafseer Mawdu'i)

Thematic Tafseer organizes Qur'anic verses according to specific themes
or topics, providing a holistic view of the Qur'anic stance on particular issues.
This method allows for a comprehensive understanding of the Qur'anic message
on various subjects such as justice, mercy, and human rights[23].

D. Comparative Tafseer

Comparative Tafseer examines different interpretations provided by
various scholars across time. This method highlights the diversity of thought
within Islamic scholarship and provides a broader perspective on Qur'anic
exegesis|[5].

Tafseer Quran Research
A) Classical Tafseer

Classical Tafseer includes works by early Islamic scholars such as Ibn
Kathir, Al-Tabari, and Al-Qurtubi. These scholars relied heavily on Hadith
(Prophetic traditions) and the opinions of the Sahaba (Companions of the
Prophet) to interpret the Qur'an. Their works are foundational to the field of
Tafseer.

B) Modern Tafseer

Modern Tafseer reflects contemporary concerns and incorporates new
methodologies, such as social science approaches and literary criticism. Scholars
like Sayyid Qutb, Muhammad Asad, and Fazlur Rahman have contributed
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significantly to modern Qur'anic exegesis, addressing issues relevant to today's
world.

C) Digital Tafseer

The advent of digital technology has revolutionized Qur'anic studies.
Digital Tafseer involves using software tools for textual analysis, accessing online
databases of Tafseer literature, and engaging with interactive platforms for
scholarly exchange. This method has made Qur'anic research more accessible
and collaborative.

Findings and Discussion

The study of Qur'anic research methods and Tafseer reveals a dynamic
and evolving field. The historical-contextual method and philological analysis
remain essential for understanding the Qur'an's original message. Thematic and
comparative Tafseer offer valuable insights into the holistic and diverse
interpretations of the text.

Classical Tafseer provides a foundation for traditional understanding,
while modern and digital Tafseer address contemporary issues and utilize new
technologies. The integration of these methodologies enriches the field of
Qur'anic studies, ensuring its relevance and depth in modern scholarship.

Conclusion

Qur'anic research and Tafseer are vital for understanding the Islamic faith
and its application in the modern world. By employing a variety of research
methods, scholars can uncover the multifaceted meanings of the Qur'an and
address contemporary challenges. The continuous evolution of Tafseer,
incorporating both classical and modern approaches, highlights the enduring
significance of Qur'anic studies in shaping Islamic thought and practice.
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